
Fall 2021 COM Graduate Seminar Descriptions 

 
 

COM 402: Seminar in Rhetorical Communication Research Methods 
Dr. Joseph Zompetti 

Tuesdays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 
If remote: Synchronous Online 

 
Course Description 
We will focus on the process, or method, of rhetorical criticism. The aim of this course is to 
provide students with the skills to engage in rhetorical criticism. To borrow from Ashley Mack, 
“it is a practice where critics (you) approach objects (texts, artifacts, etc…) with certain 
orientations (theories, practices, etc…) in order to unpack not only what the object is saying, 
but also perhaps what it reveals about strategies, interests, and power dynamics at work in 
public culture” (Mack, nd). We will begin by exploring the philosophy behind criticism, the 
purpose of criticism, and the meaning of criticism. We will next move to learning different 
methods of rhetorical criticism and how those can be applied to interpreting different 
rhetorical texts. Students will gain experience in the different methods by analyzing texts of 
their choosing. 
 
As such, here are the main questions that will frame the course: 
1. What is rhetoric? What is the point of doing rhetorical criticism? 
2. What are the different types of rhetorical criticism? 
3. How can we employ rhetorical criticism to interpret different texts? 
[Mack, Ashley Noel (nd). Rhetorical Criticism Syllabus (Graduate Seminar). The University of 
Southern Mississippi. Available: 
https://www.academia.edu/20413763/Rhetorical_Criticism_Syllabus_Graduate_Seminar_] 
 
Instructional Strategies 
We will read journal articles and book chapters related to rhetorical criticism. We learn 
roughly one type of rhetorical criticism each week. This generally involves reading several 
articles/chapters each week. The primary method of instruction will be lecture and class 
discussion each week. There are no exams, but students will be required to apply each type of 
criticism learned in the form of a five-page paper for each criticism discussed (approximately 
8-9 different papers throughout the semester). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.academia.edu/20413763/Rhetorical_Criticism_Syllabus_Graduate_Seminar_


COM 410: Seminar in Family Communication 
Dr. Aimee Miller-Ott 

Tuesdays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 
If remote: Synchronous Online 

  
Course Description 
The course will lead to a better understanding of the field of family communication and the 
major concepts, theories, and research in this area of communication. In the course, we will 
discuss definitions of family (and challenge the notion of “normal” families from a 
communication perspective); learn and analyze a wide variety of theoretical perspectives 
explaining and predicting family communication; explore different methods for studying family 
communication; and become conversant in the current trends in family communication 
research. Students will explore the meaning-making functions of communication in family 
contexts and how family systems use communication to create, sustain, and change individual 
identities and social realities. We will cover topics that include family identity, maintaining 
family relationships, family conflict, and family stressors. 
  
Instructional Strategies 
Students will engage in the following activities to learn and demonstrate understanding of 
course content: Read assigned printed text(s) and supplemental research articles published in 
scholarly journals; complete an individual research project; lead discussion on a particular 
reading from the course; apply course readings to weekly application papers; complete a 
comprehensive exam at the end of the semester; and participate regularly in class meetings. 
 
 

COM 418: Foundations of Mediated Communication  
Special Topic: Media Ecology  

Dr. Andrew Ventimiglia  
Thursdays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 

If remote: Synchronous Online  
  
Course Description 
This seminar seeks to understand the complicated and ever-changing role of media technologies 
in the communication process. Utilizing a range of historical and methodological approaches 
(and differently labeled as ‘media ecology,’ ‘media infrastructures,’ ‘media archaeology,’ and the 
like), this course will interrogate some central issues in scholarship on mediated communication 
including how media enable new possibilities for communication; how media shape our thought 
processes even as they are shaped by various ideological or political concerns; and how media 
are alternatively imagined as emancipatory or constraining, utopian or dystopian in their effects. 
By participating in this seminar, you will gain a conceptual framework/theoretical lens for 
understanding the role that media/communication technologies play in shaping individuals, 
societies, and cultures.  
  
Instructional Strategies 
Instructional strategies include: 1) Textbook, academic article, and book excerpt readings, 2) 
Faculty and student-led seminar discussions, 3) Writing short abstracts and analyses of class 
readings, 4) Midterm exam, and 5) Final research project and presentation on a topic in mediated 
communication.  



COM 422: Proseminar in Communication Theory and Philosophy 
Dr. Phil Chidester & Dr. Kevin Meyer 

Section 1: Dr. Meyer, Wednesdays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 
If remote: Synchronous Online 

 
Section 2: Dr. Chidester, Mondays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 

If remote:  Asynchronous/Synchronous Online 
 

Section 3: Dr. Chidester, Wednesdays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 
If remote:  Asynchronous/Synchronous Online 

 
Course Description 
This course serves as an introduction to the philosophy of human inquiry and to the formulation 
and application of theory in the discipline of communication. Students will explore the 
foundations of human being and knowledge-seeking as they relate to the field of communication; 
examine the historical development of theory and research in the discipline; investigate the 
process of and metatheoretical underpinnings of theory creation and development; and, through 
completing seminal readings on the field’s most enduring and contemporarily pertinent lines of 
research, consider and discuss the promise of communication knowledge and research in the 
21st century. 
 
Instructional Strategies 
Course discussions are organized around a number of required readings (and a second list of 
optional readings) that provide a deep dive into the creation and development of a wide array of 
core communication theories. Students’ mastery of the concepts introduced and discussed in 
Proseminar will be assessed through: 1) A series of four short “position” papers on the nature of 
human communication, the process of theory development and the effectiveness of current 
research in the field; 2) an academic-length final paper exploring and evaluating a prominent 
theory in the field; 3) a few brief quizzes; and 4) two examinations assessing students’ 
understanding of course concepts. 
 
 

COM 424: Seminar in Persuasion 
Dr. Steve Hunt 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:35-10:50 a.m. 
If remote: Synchronous Online  

 
Course Description 
The primary goal of this course is to provide students with a solid grounding in theories, 
principles, and strategies of persuasive communication and social influence as they apply to 
everyday contexts in which influence attempts take place. Students should gain familiarity with 
findings from empirical investigations on persuasion, social influence, and compliance-gaining, 
and will learn about strategies and techniques of persuasion relating to a wide variety of real-
life communication contexts, situations, and settings. You will also learn how to investigate the 
persuasion process within your area of interest (e.g., interpersonal, organizational, health, mass 
media, legal, political, instructional, etc.) Finally, you will develop a better understanding of the 
many ways that persuasion theories and skills can be used as a tool for civic and political 
engagement. 



Instructional Strategies 
Instructional strategies will include: (1) readings in books and professional journals, (2) lectures 
and discussions by the instructor and members of the seminar, (3) term paper which will review 
and apply extant literature to a particular persuasive context, and (4) assessment in the form of 
a midterm exam. 
 
 

COM 463: Seminar in Mass Media Effects 
Special Topic: Media Literacy  

Dr. Megan Hopper 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5:00-6:15 p.m. 

If remote: Asynchronous/Synchronous Online 
 
Course Description 
This course will provide students with a broad introduction to theory and research on mass 
communication and human cognition, emotion, and behavior. The seminar will (1) introduce 
students to some of the major theoretical approaches to research on the social psychological 
effects of mass media on the individual, and (2) expose students to current research that 
applies these theoretical approaches. Throughout the course of the semester, students in this 
course will encounter topics that have received a great deal of attention in the literature on 
mass communication uses and effects. In addition, the theory and research covered in this 
course will be interpreted through and applied to media literacy initiatives and educational 
resources. 
 
Instructional Strategies 
Students will be expected to read a variety of book chapters and scholarly articles related to 
mass media theory and effects and media literacy as well as complete a midterm exam 
regarding that material. Students will also be expected for form groups to complete a group 
project developing a media literacy lesson plan for a specific media effect and a specific target 
audience. Instruction will be both faculty-led and student-led with each student leading one 
class discussion session over the course of the semester. Frequent and consistent participation 
in class discussion will be required. 
 

 
COM 473: Seminar in Qualitative Communication Research 

Dr. John Baldwin 
Section 1: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 

 Section 2: Thursday, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 
If remote: Synchronous Online 

 
Course Description 
In both the workplace and higher education, there is often a need to understand how to read or 
conduct open-ended, qualitative research. In this course, we introduce the theoretical 
foundations that inform qualitative research, issues of ethics and quality of this research, and 
then specific methods of data collection and analysis: ethnography (observational analysis), in-
depth and group interviews, open-ended questionnaires, conversation and discourse analysis, 
and analysis of media texts, with a focus on how to conduct research and analyze data for each 
method.  



Instructional Strategies 
We will read chapters and articles that explain and exemplify each method, with shorter 
practice assignments where you choose three methods of analysis or data collection to practice, 
as well as two journal article summaries. Your final project (alone or in pairs) will be a study on 
a communication-related topic of your choice that uses one of these methods.  If ISU is still 
online, our course will be synchronous through Zoom. 
 
 

COM 474: Seminar in Interpersonal Communication  
Special Topic: Narrative Relating  

Dr. Lindsey Thomas  
Wednesdays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 

If remote: Synchronous Hybrid 
  
Course Description 
The purpose of this course is to examine interpersonal communication and relationships via 
narrative perspectives. We will examine narrative as it is employed in a variety of paradigmatic 
perspectives, including: normative studies (e.g., the ways in which features of narratives 
correlate with variables such as relational satisfaction); interpretive work (e.g., how talk/text 
constructs individual and relational identities); and critical as well as dialogic examinations 
(e.g., who is [not] allowed to tell what types of stories, given relational/cultural constraints).  
Note: This course will engage reading and discussion of “dark side” relational phenomena 
including abuse, estrangement, health issues, and traumatic experience sensemaking.  
  
Instructional Strategies 
This class utilizes (1) scholarly readings – including book chapters and journal articles; (2) 
weekly faculty- and peer-led discussion; (3) written assignments – including a midterm 
position paper and final original research project; and (4) peer review practice to explore and 
engage narrative-focused theory and research of interpersonal communication and 
relationships. 

 
 

COM 478: Seminar in Public Relations Research: Case Studies  
Special Topic: Crisis Communication 

Dr. Becky Hayes  
Thursdays, 6:30-9:20 p.m.  

If remote: Synchronous Online 
 
Course Description 
This course is focused on the real-world analysis of public relations through the use of 
academic research, industry publications, and industry and student-developed case studies. 
This semester’s focus will be on crisis communication, one of the fastest growing sub-
disciplines of public relations both in academic study and in industry. First focused generally to 
provide a grounding in industry and academic public relations, then moving to crisis 
communication and specifically the study of and theory regarding responses to crises and other 
organizational disruptions via social media. We will examine the implications of good and bad 
crisis communication for public relations practitioners, journalists, bloggers, and organizations, 
and what all of it means for crisis communication theory. 



Instructional Strategies 
Instructional strategies include: 1) academic and industry readings across public relations, 
organizational communication, marketing, com tech, and management communication. 2) Class 
discussion with assigned concept and discussion questions 3) Case studies and social media 
analytics 4) Two quizzes 5) Final project that can be done individually or in a small team. 
 
 

COM 483: Seminar in Communication Education: Instructional Communication 
Dr. Cheri Simonds 

Tuesdays 6:30-9:20 p.m. 
If remote: Synchronous Online 

 
Course Description 
This course explores the theories, research, and practice that identify communication skills and 
competencies in the educational setting. Although grounded in instructional communication 
theory, the course will also include an applied element. Two broad units of material will be 
covered in the seminar: (a) an applied approach to communication for teachers and trainers, 
and (b) an examination of how theory and research inform practice. 
 
Instructional Strategies 
(1) engaging in discussions based on chapters and readings from texts, (2) facilitating an 
instructional communication lesson, (3) presenting a research summary, and (4) writing a final 
paper and (5) teaching portfolio. All major assignments allow students to explore in-depth an 
instructional communication topic that build on one another toward the final paper. 
 
 

COM 495: Seminar in Organizational Communication 
Special Topic: Survey of the Field 

Dr. Roth Smith 
Mondays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 

If remote: Asynchronous/Synchronous Online 
 
Course Description 
This seminar explores history and major topics of scholarship in organizational 
communication. We will take a communicative perspective to the study of both organization 
(as a noun) and organizing (as process). A few topics of the course include: structures, process, 
and agency; power and resistance; how newcomers are socialized; identity; emotion and 
work/life; difference diversity and inclusion; change; and communication technology and 
networks. 
 
Instructional Strategies 
Instructional strategies include: (1) textbook, APA 7th Edition manual, professional journal 
readings, and popular press readings, (2) Faculty-led and student-led class wide discussions, 
(3) a semester research project which will apply relevant literature and theory to practical 
contexts, and (4) assessment in the form of several short discussion questions, class 
participation, seminar discussion leading, and final project presentation. 
 
 



COM 496: Seminar in Rhetorical Theory 
Special Topic: Race and Trauma 

Dr. Byron Craig 
Mondays, 6:30-9:20 p.m. 

If remote: Asynchronous/Synchronous Online 
 

Course Description 
The focus of this seminar is on the ways in which trauma and race, or racialized trauma, in 
American public life and culture have become symbolic forms of communication and are 
constitutive of political agency through a perspective of Communication and Cultural theories. 
Class is writing intensive. While grounded in rhetorical theory, the course will also examine 
theories outside of the discipline to gain an understanding of how trauma is experienced in 
American culture, historically, but specifically over the last decade. 
 
Students in the seminar will read contemporary theories that focus on how the topic of trauma 
center a study of trauma in rhetoric and communication. Students in the seminar will also 
locate and offer discussions on sites of trauma in the United States including those where Black 
bodies have been brutalized and/or murdered. Additionally, we will think about how these 
physical sites offer a rhetorical reading of trauma and bodies. The goal of the course is to help 
graduate students blend together, or synthesize, different disciplinary and theoretical 
perspectives around issues of trauma and race in the United States and how we might use these 
as a way to inform strategies that are constitutive of anti-Black racism. 
 
Instructional Strategies 
The format of the seminar will include readings from communication studies journals, 
screening documentaries, and locating sites of trauma. Seminar participants will lead classes 
throughout the semester through dialogue and with conceptualizing class activities to engage 
their colleagues. Those in the course will also keep commonplace journals for their readings 
that will be checked throughout the semester, write several shorter essays, and use the shorter 
essays to assist in completing the larger semester project. All written work will include 
relevant research articles in the discipline and engage with both documentaries and other 
supplemental artifacts used in the seminar. 
 
  



Remote Schedule Meeting Terms 
(if courses are taught online in Fall) 

 

In person Class meets face to face at a fixed time (the days/times 
listed for each description) 

Asynchronous 
Online 

An online course that does not have a fixed meeting time  
 

Synchronous 
Online 

An online course with a fixed meeting time  
 

Asynchronous/
Synchronous 
Online 

An online course with a limited number of synchronous 
online meetings during the term  

 

Asynchronous 
Hybrid 

A hybrid course with a fixed meeting time for the in-person 
component and no fixed time for the online component  

 

Synchronous 
Hybrid 

A hybrid course with a fixed meeting time for both the in-
person and online components  

 

 
  



300-Level Undergraduate Courses for Grad Credit Available 
(you will need to check Course Finder to determine meeting days/times for these courses if you 
are interested in taking them: https://coursefinder.illinoisstate.edu/. You also need to confirm 
with Dr. Miller-Ott that the instructor of the course is a member of the graduate faculty). 
 
COM 303  Controversy Contemp Society 
COM 306  Documentary Storytelling (grad students will register for COM 406  

through Patty) 
COM 317  Digital Post Product 
COM 318  Social Dynamics of Comm Tech 
COM 320  Mass Media Cult Crit 
COM 323  Th & Rsch Sm Grp Com (section taught by Dr. Craig only) 
COM 324  Th & Rsch in Persuasion 
COM 325  Intpersonal Com Thry 
COM 329  Organizational Comm 
COM 351  ADV Writing for Mass Media 
COM 360  Mass Med: Thry & Eff 
COM 361  Mass Med: Law 
COM 366  Web Production & Des 
COM 367  Ethic Probs Mass Med (section taught by Dr. Hopper only) 
COM 370  Psychology of Language 
COM 371  Political Comm 
COM 373  Internal PR 
COM 375  Communication & Leadership 
COM 390  Special Topics in Comm (Black Feminist Theory) 

https://coursefinder.illinoisstate.edu/

